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?3._ nurse.

{ Judge Gilbert Bettman ruled in
Hamilton County Common Pleas X
:Court that prosecutors failed to sup- . -

OURIER-JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, DE

CINCINNATI '— A judge dis- -
imissed charges of attempted mur- - y;
1der yesterday against an AIDS-in- 4
\fected man accused _of 'spitting

‘blood at three sheriff’s officers and .

Iport the four counts against Steven

O’Banion, 40, of Cincinnati. Bett-:-

man also dismissed a felonious as-

- |sault charge

gainst O’'Banion in-: ' pj

“volving an officer. : “

Bettman postponed judgment on

two remaining charges alleging that
O’Banion committed felonious as-

sault against two officers and sim-
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ple assault agfai t a nurse. He re-

duced a cha

-carry a lesseffpenalty, — up fo six
months in jpeamm a $l,000,__ﬁne.

Conviction * felonious - assault
against a ce officer carries a

5 years .in prison,
not‘?l:ay when he

would annoufire his ruling, He in-
vited both sidgk to submiit any mate-

ht Bettman should

said officers  beat
punching orslap-

“I bled from’ifhy )
Fear was my ghly reaction,” O’Ban-
ion said. “I ghughed inyqluntarily
when | was b ging held.” .20
He'said the gurse ?n,d jail officers
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e of: aggravated -as-_
dthe furse to misde-

against AIDS . oo fusati wics o
victim dropped

“* internal
- that the officers did not use exces-

g .AIDS court cases,,

. surface
- wounds. Frame, director of the Uni-
-, versity of Cincinnati’s AIDS treat-
- -ment program at Holmes Hospital,

falsely accused him of fighting with .. *

.them or swearing at them.
" The sheriff's department said an
investigation concluded

sive force. Prosecutors said the
. sheriff’s officers and the nurse live
“in fear since coming in contact with
O’Banion’s blood. They said O’Ban-
ion spit blood at the four to try to
infect them. .
But Dr. Peter T. Frame, who testi-

. fied for the defense, said the AIDS
. virus cannot be transmitted through

..exposure to scabs, open sores and
contact .on puncture

'said he knows of no documented
case of any transmission of AIDS by

:-such exposure, .
fal times.in the face.:
mouth and nose,.

On Monday, homosexﬁal-rights

*-activists accused Sheriff Simon Leis

- Jr. of harassing O’Banion and other

."homosexuals through arrests and
prosecutions. Leis denied the allega-
tions.



